The city of

Biella devel-

ops on three

distinct
levels. It starts at the
Cervo stream, with its
impressive testimonies
of industrial archae-
ology. Just above is
Biella Piano, the stately
19th-century town,
and, perched atop the
hill, the medieval dis-
trict of Piazzo. So set
out to discover a city
rich in history, art and
culture. And feel free to
ask as many questions
as you like.

Where was the

first core of Biella
established?

The city of Biella has very
ancient origins, dating back to
the Bronze Age. The first core
arose in the lower part of the
city: around today's Via Italia,
there was a settlement and
two Roman necropolises. On
the other hand, the Christian
core developed around the
parish church of Santo Ste-
fano (today’s Piazza Duomo)
around the bth century.
Where does the name
Biella come from?

It comes from the ancient
name Bugella, used in the Mid-
dle Ages. The origin of Bugella
is very uncertain: according to
some, it would derive from ‘bi-
ula’, meaning ‘birch’; to athers,

from ‘bug’, meaning ‘beech’.
And why nat from Bruticella,
no less a reference to Decimus
Brutus, one of the conspira-
tors against Caesar, who is
said to have taken refuge in
ancient Biella itself?

Why is the medieval
district of Piazzo
located on a hill?

The Piazzo was founded in
1160 by the bishop of Vercelli
Uguccione, who wanted a
castle in a safe place to take
refuge from the fighting
between the Guelphs and

the Ghibellines. At that time,
the city of Biella was locat-
ed on the Piano, and Piazzo
was just a cultivated hill. The
bishop tried to attract new
inhabitants by granting three
privileges: the weekly market,
meat slaughtering and the
administration of justice. The
new district developed quickly
and was the heart of Biella un-
til the 18th century when the
administrative center moved
to Piano. Because of this loss
of importance, Piazzo has
preserved its medieval appear-
ance well, with low arcades,
old aristocratic buildings,
terracotta arches and even a
half-timbered house.

Why was Biella
awarded UNESGO
Creative City status?
As of 2019, the City of Biella
has been awarded the pres-
tigious status of UNESCO Cre-
ative City, joining the network
of 296 cities, 13 of which are

in Italy, that share the goal of
placing creativity as an engine
of local economic develop-
ment and actively collabo-
rating on joint projects at the
international level. Further-
more, UNESCO has recognized
the culture and heritage of
textile knowledge in manufac-
turing as a universal intangible
heritage.

How do you reach the
Piazzo?

On foot, climbing up one of the
‘coasts), the steep cobblestone
streets connecting the lower
and upper cities. Or, better
yet, by the historic funicular
railway inaugurated in 1888,
one of the oldest in Italy. A
few years ago, the system
was completely restored and
transformed into an inclined
elevator, yet it retains its
old-fashioned atmosphere.

On the way up, observe the
view, houses and gardens
climbing along the coasts. The
ride is free of charge. If you do
not want to give up your car,
the best option is the large
parking lot at the gates of

the Borgo, accessed from Via
Mentegazzi.

What needs to be seen
at the Piazzo?

Start at the Late Medieval
half-timbered house and
admire the spectacular view
of the Elvo and Oropa valleys
from Piazzetta Cucco. Gontin-
ue under the medieval arcades
to the elegant Piazza Cisterna,
the heart of the neighbor-

hood; observe the terracotta
arches of Casa Teccio and the
16th-century facade of the
Palazzo dei Principi Dal Pozzo
della Cisterna. On the left is
the church of San Giacomo,
the oldest in Biella, and the
old Ospedale degli Esposti.
Returning to the square is the
Palazzo dell’Antico Comune
(which now houses a restau-
rant) with its finely frescoed
porticoes. Continuing, you
reach Palazzo La Marmora and
Palazzo Ferrero. The opposite
is Palazzo Gromo Losa, which
houses a music academy and
has a magnificent garden.
These three historic mansions
make up the Cultural Hub of
Biella Piazzo, home to frequent
exhibitions. Piazzo was also
home to the old Jewish ghetto,
and there is still a synagogue,
which is worth visiting on
S0me 0ccasions.

What is the symbol of
Biella?

The Baptistery dating back to
the early 11th century. It is one
of the most exciting examples
of Romanesque in Piedmont,
built of simple materials such
as river pebbles and terracotta
bricks. For a long time, it was
considered a temple of pagan
origin because of the marble
bas-relief on the portal, which
is actually from Roman times:
it was probably found during
construction work (there was
a Roman burial ground under
the Baptistery) and inserted
for aesthetic reasons. For a

tour of the interior, you can
ask the sacristan.

What is the church not
to be missed?

It is the church of San Sebas-
tiano, which introduced the
Lombard Renaissance to Biella
in the 1600s. It was built on
the initiative of local noble-
man Sebastiano Ferrero, who
had been general of finance

to Ludovico il Moro in Milan.
Originally a convent (now the
Museum of the Biella Territory)
was attached to the church,
which housed the Lateran can-
ons. Inside observe Bernardino
Lanina's Assumption, the inlaid
wooden choir with 12th-centu-
ry Limoges enamel medallions,
the large Crucifixion setina
Biellese landscape, and the
statue of General Alfonso La
Marmora'’s English wife.

What is the heart of
Biella today?

The city center revolves
around Via Italia, the long pe-
destrian street that connects
Zumaglini Gardens to the Riva
district. At Piazzo, people gath-
er in Piazza Gisterna and in the
restaurants and bars under
the arcades.

Is there a corner of
Biella to discover?

The old Vernato district can be
reached directly from Piazzo
by a downhill walk along the
Vernato coast. Along the way,
observe the two old half-tim-
bered houses, the Shroud fres-
co and the picturesque church
of San Nicola da Tolentino.

Biella is famous for its
industrial heritage. But
where can you see the
old textile factories?
They are concentrated along
the Cervo stream, where they
were built to harness the
energy of the water that made
the looms move. They are a
striking reminder of the glo-
rious industrial past of Biella,
once called the Manchester
of Italy.

What use do the

former Biellese textile
factories have today?
Many factories have been
creatively converted. The most
famous example is Cittadel-
larte-Fondazione Pistoletto,
conceived by internationally

renowned contemporary artist i

Michelangelo Pistoletto. It
was carved out of a former
waolen mill in 1988, a splendid
example of industrial archeal-
0gy. It is now a vibrant cultural
hub, hosting a permanent
exhibition, a workshop school,
art residencies, an exhibition
of sustainability projects and
a cafeteria. Nearbuy, visit the
permanent home of the Third
Paradise. Lanificio Pria now
houses an art gallery, ateliers,
start-ups, and professional
studios, while Lanificio Sella is
home to Fondazione Sella and
SellaLab, which promates the
development of new entrepre-
neurial activities.

What does Biella offer
to nature lovers?

It would be best if you took
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UNDER THE CUBING OF VIA
ITALIA RUNS THE “ROGGIA DEL
PIANO,” AN ANGCIENT GANAL
THAT HAS NOTHING TO DO WITH
THE SEWER SYSTEM. THE WATER
COMES FROM THE OROPA
STREAM, NORTH OF THE CITY

VIA ITALIA IS OFTEN REFERRED
T0 AS “THE GOOD LIVING ROOM
OF BIELLA.” IT IS THE PLACE OF
STORES, BARS AND STROLLING

“BIELLA WHO TWIXT GREEN PLAIN AND HILL,
NAUGHT BUT THE FERTILE VALLEY SEES,
REJOICING IN HER ARMS AND PLOUGHS AND
SMOKING FURNAGES”. THIS IS HOW GIOSUE
CARDUCCI DESCRIBED THE CITY IN THE 1898
COLLECTION “RHYMES AND RHYTHMS”

Biella Piano
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SINGE 2019, BIELLA HAS BEEN A
UNESCO “CREATIVE CITY” FOR
CRAFTS AND FOLK ART. IN 2021
IT WAS DESIGNATED “ALPINE
CITY OF THE VEAR”
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THE BELL TOWER OF SANTO STEFANO
IS WHAT REMAINS OF THE VERY OLD
PARISH CHURGH OF SANTO STEFANO
(OR SANTO STEFANO VECGCHIO). THE
COMPLEX INGLUDED A GHURCH AND
SEVERAL BUILDINGS FOR RELIGIOUS
USE, AND TRACES OF IT CAN ALREADY
BE FOUND IN SOME DOCUMENTS
FROM THE 10TH AND 11TH GENTURIES.
IT WAS ALL DEMOLISHED (EXCEPT
FOR THE BELL TOWER) IN 1872

THE TEATRO SOCIALE
“GIPRIANO VILLANI", HISTORIC
THEATER INAUGURATED IN
1895 WITH A PERFORMANCE
OF GIUSEPPE VERDI'S AIDA,
OVERLOOKS PIAZZA MARTIRI
DELLA LIBERTA, A FEW STEPS
FROM PIAZZA DUOMO

THE BIELLA DUOMO DEVELOPED

AROUND AN ORIGINAL NUCLEUS FROM
2 [ ! . THE 14008. BUT IT OWES ITS CURRENT
. ’ y APPEARANGE, IN NEO-GOTHIC STVLE,
.. ezl = TO EXPANSION WORK COMPLETED IN

THE EARLY 18008S. IT IS DEDIGATED TO

SANTO STEFANO PROTOMARTVR, THE

PATRON SAINT OF THE CITY

THE BAPTISTERY IS THE
UNDISPUTED SYMBOL OF
BIELLA. IN THE CRVPT, THE

DUONO AND MARTIRI DELLA

& LIBERTA ARE THE TWO LARGEST CHURCH AND VERNATO

THE PIAZZ0 SQUARES IN THE HISTORICAL CITY’S BISHOPS WERE
‘ CENTER. PIAZZA DUOMO, TRADITIONALLY BURIED, BUT o DISTRICT
. . ENTIRELY PEDESTRIAN, IS A BECAUSE OF THE LIMITED
POPULAR MEETING PLACE FOR SPACE AVAILABLE, THE BODIES
S THE PEOPLE OF BIELLA WERE INTERRED STANDING
h‘ Ne o
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